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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 157 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, Pa., 
Assay Department; 
May 22, 1889 


Dear Sir 


In reference to the request of the Director of the Mint, asking that I shall aid Mr. Pound in 
some further experience in assaying, pending his nomination as Assayer to the Mint Bureau. I 
would suggest that by placing his name upon the pay roll of my department, (even though it may 
be temporary), would further this object in a degree above any other plan which I could suggest. 
In the first place Mr. Pound would be directly under my control in all his movements, and could 
be entrusted with any work which might be placed in his hands, which could not be done with a 
mere visitor or onlooker. In the second place I desire to fit Mr. Pound eminently for the position 
to which he has been nominated as well as to do the best I can for the Mint Bureau. In the third 
place we are pressed to the utmost in this department, with the large amount of work of late, 
especially with the Silver, and in Mr. Pound we would have a valuable and much needed help. 


Very respectfully, 
Jacob B. Eckfeldt 
Assayer 


Hon. Daniel M. Fox 
Superintendent 


